13.  “THE UNITED KINGDOM”
Section IV:
THE PLAN ENACTED
Biblical Basis:
I Samuel 11 – I Kings 9
Objective:
That class members be able to discover the sequence of events that led up to 
the establishment of a United Kingdom and the key factors that brought about 
its doom.
INTRODUCTION

Every day our newspapers carry stories of political unrest, wars and the overthrow of govern-ments.  Do they occur so frequently that we scarcely take notice?  A prominent government official steals another man’s wife and we casually glance at it.  Yet, the facts that Saul loses his kingdom to David and David stole another man’s wife are stories that still impact our lives.  What is the difference?  The answer can be given in one word:  GOD!
Newspapers and history books tell the activities of men and of nations, but the Bible tells the story of what God is doing.  In Genesis 3:15, God promised He would do something about sin in the world.  Biblical history tells stories of men and nations, wars and conflicts, but the under-lying message centers on the unfolding of God’s plan to bring about salvation for a lost humanity.

In today’s lesson, we see that God’s people were being threatened with extinction by certain Philistine invaders.  At this time, Israel was merely a loose confederacy of tribes, vulnerable to the Philistine menace.  The question was:  “How could Israel protect herself from her enemies?”  The solution came through the vision and hope of establishing a United Kingdom under the rule of a monarch.

In this study we want to discover the sequence of events that led up to the establishment of Israel’s United Kingdom and the factors that resulted in its downfall.

I.
THE BEGINNINGS OF A MONARCHY
In the first selection of a king, Israel learns a valuable lesson.  A man’s outward appearance is no basis by which to evaluate his heart.

A.
The call of King Saul.


1.
What was the underlying reason Israel wanted a King?  (I Sam 8:5,19-21)


2.
With a humble beginning, Saul showed great promise as a king.



a.
How was Saul’s initial character shown in I Samuel 10:27?



b.
What affirmation does I Samuel 11:1-11 give about Saul?




c.
What attributes did Saul begin to display in I Samuel 11:12-14?

B.
The downfall of King Saul.


1.
How did Saul fail in I Samuel 13:5-9?


2.
How did Saul’s action in I Samuel 15:12 reveal his character?




a.
What happened in I Samuel 15:3,7-9?




b.
How did Saul react when confronted?  (I Sam15:12-15)




c.
What lessons can you learn from I Samuel 12:22-23 and I Samuel 15:22?



3.
What final conclusion does scripture give for Saul’s rejection by God?  




(I Chr 10:13-14)
II.
THE GOLDEN AGE OF THE MONARCHY

Because of the pride and disobedience of King Saul, he is rejected by God.

A.
The call of David.


1.
How would you compare David with Saul?  (I Sam 9:1-2; 15:12; 16:7; 30:6; Psa 23)


2.
In His conflict with Goliath, what kind of strength did David exemplify? 




(I Sam 17:45-47)


3.
How can this story help you to face the “Goliaths” in your life? 

B.
The rise to the throne.


1.
Blessings from the Lord often lead to jealousy and persecution.



a.
How did Saul react to David?  What provoked him?  (I Samuel 18:6-11)




b.
Can you point to an example of how sin and pride in a person’s life causes 




him/her to become jealous and bitter?



2.
Even though God had given David the throne, God’s timing taught him patience and 



reliance.



.



a.
Describe David’s relationship with Jonathan, Saul’s son?  (I Samuel 18:1)




b.
What opportunities confronted David to claim the throne? (I Samuel 24:1-7)


3.
What sin did Saul commit in I Samuel 28:7 and 14-19?  How do you explain it?

C.
David’s kingship.

After Saul’s death there was a deep feeling in the tribe of Judah that the crown should go to David.  In II Samuel 2:4, we see Judah wastes no time anointing David.  But the Northern tribes had other ideas.



1.
What did the Northern tribes proceed to do?  (II Sam 2:8-9)



2.
What were five factors in David’s conduct that finally led the tribes to support him?




a.
I Samuel 31:8-13; II Samuel 2:4-7




b.
II Samuel 1:17-27




c.
II Samuel 3:20-21




d.
II Samuel 3:32-37




e.
II Samuel 4:1-12



3.
What covenant did God make with David?  (II Sam 7:8-17)


4.
David proceeded to accomplish three significant acts that established him politically 



and religiously.




a.
II Samuel 5:6-10




b.
II Samuel 5:17-25




c.
II Samuel 6:12-13, 17



5.
In spite of David’s loyalty to the Lord, he was vulnerable to sin and temptation.  What 


event took place that planted the seeds of tragedy in the Kingdom?    (II Sam 11:1-5)



6.
Notice the impact when a great person falls into sin.  The sin can be forgiven, but the 



repercussions of that sin do not go away because others are affected.  Notice the 



turmoil in David’s household later.  Can you share an experience where you have 



seen this actually take place?

III.  THE REIGN OF SOLOMON

A.
The beginnings.


1.
How do you interpret David’s last orders to Solomon in I Kings 2:5-9?


2.
How did the request of Adonijah, Solomon’s brother, have clever implications?  



(I Ki 2:13-22))  Who was Abishag the Shunammite?  ( I Ki 1:3-4)


3.
What noble request did Solomon make of the Lord?  (I Ki 3:7-9)

B.
The results.


1.
What momentous task did Solomon seek to accomplish?  (I Ki 5:2-6)


2.
What conditional covenant does God make with Solomon?  (I Ki 9:4-9)


3.
A man of great wisdom at the outset, Solomon later succumbs to a kind of 




materialistic philosophy that brought ruin to the state:



a.
What did Solomon stoop to doing?  (I Ki 11:1-3)  





How did they create lasting problems?  (I Ki 11:4-8)



b.
What other act of Solomon plagued the people?  (I Ki 12:4)



4.
What was the great sin of Solomon that took away the glory of the kingdom?



(I Ki 11:9-13)

CONCLUSION

Unity had been conceived under Saul and solidified under David, but had degenerated under Solomon.  The United Kingdom with all its glory was soon to become a divided Kingdom.
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